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Abstract : Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) presents a powerful 

portrayal of women’s suffering, resilience, and emotional strength within the patriarchal structure of 

Afghan society. Among the central themes of the novel, motherhood emerges as a profound symbol 

of sacrifice, endurance, and unconditional love. This paper explores the representation of 

motherhood through the characters of Mariam and Laila, highlighting how maternal instincts 

become a source of strength that enables women to resist oppression and protect their loved ones. 

The study examines how motherhood transcends biological boundaries and evolves into a form of 

emotional and moral responsibility. Mariam, who is initially deprived of affection and belonging, 

ultimately discovers meaning and empowerment through her maternal bond with Laila and Aziza. 

Similarly, Laila embodies protective motherhood shaped by war, loss, and survival. Through a 

qualitative textual analysis of the novel, the study argues that Hosseini portrays motherhood not 

merely as a social role but as a transformative force that challenges patriarchal dominance and 

fosters female solidarity. The narrative reveals that maternal sacrifice becomes a powerful form of 

resistance against injustice and violence. By analyzing themes of love, suffering, protection, and 

moral courage, this research highlights how motherhood functions as both emotional strength and 

heroic sacrifice in the novel. The paper ultimately demonstrates that Hosseini redefines motherhood 

as a symbol of hope, resilience, and moral triumph in the midst of social and political turmoil. 

Key words& Motherhood, Sacrifice, Female Resilience, Feminist Perspective, Afghan Society.  

1. Introduction- Literature has long served as a powerful medium for portraying human 

emotions, social realities, and cultural values. Among the many themes explored in world literature, 

motherhood stands as one of the most profound and emotionally complex experiences. It is often 

associated with love, sacrifice, protection, and resilience. In many narratives, motherhood is not merely 

a biological condition but a symbolic representation of emotional strength and moral courage. In 

societies marked by political instability, gender inequality, and social oppression, the role of 

motherhood becomes even more significant as women struggle to preserve dignity, family, and hope in 

the face of adversity. 

Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007) is one of the most influential 

contemporary works that explores the lives of women in Afghanistan across several decades of social 

and political turmoil. Set against the backdrop of war, political upheaval, and rigid patriarchal 

traditions, the novel tells the intertwined stories of two women, Mariam and Laila, whose lives are 

shaped by hardship, suffering, and resilience. Through their experiences, Hosseini presents a deeply 

moving portrayal of women’s struggles under patriarchal authority and the strength they derive from 

their emotional bonds and maternal instincts. 

Afghan society, particularly during the periods depicted in the novel, has historically been 

characterized by strong patriarchal norms that limit women's autonomy and freedom. Women often face 

restrictions in education, employment, and personal decision-making. Within such a social framework, 

the role of women is frequently confined to domestic responsibilities, including marriage and 

motherhood. However, Hosseini’s narrative challenges the conventional perception of motherhood as a 

passive or submissive role. Instead, he presents motherhood as a source of empowerment, resilience, 

and emotional transformation. 

One of the most compelling aspects of A Thousand Splendid Suns is the way it portrays 

motherhood beyond biological relationships. Mariam, who initially lives a life of rejection and 

loneliness as an illegitimate child, eventually finds meaning and fulfillment through her maternal bond 

with Laila and her daughter Aziza. Although Mariam never becomes a biological mother, her actions 

demonstrate the essence of maternal love through care, protection, and sacrifice. Her transformation 
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from a marginalized and oppressed woman into a figure of courage and selflessness highlights the 

emotional power of motherhood as a form of resistance. 

Similarly, Laila represents another dimension of motherhood shaped by war, loss, and survival. 

Having grown up in a relatively educated family, Laila initially dreams of a different future. However, 

the devastation caused by war forces her into a difficult marriage with Rasheed. As a mother, Laila 

displays remarkable courage and determination to protect her children from violence and hardship. Her 

decisions and actions reveal the protective and nurturing aspects of motherhood, emphasizing how 

maternal love can inspire resilience even in the most oppressive circumstances. 

Another important theme that emerges from the novel is female solidarity and surrogate 

motherhood. The relationship between Mariam and Laila gradually evolves from suspicion and rivalry 

to deep affection and mutual support. Their bond illustrates how motherhood can extend beyond blood 

relations and become a shared emotional responsibility. Mariam’s ultimate sacrifice for Laila and her 

children symbolizes the highest expression of maternal love, demonstrating that motherhood can 

transcend traditional boundaries and become an act of moral heroism. 

Scholars and critics have widely discussed the themes of gender oppression, feminism, and 

female resilience in Hosseini’s works. However, the specific dimension of motherhood as both 

strength and sacrifice deserves deeper examination. The novel presents motherhood not only as a 

nurturing role but also as a transformative force that empowers women to challengeinjustice and protect 

the people they love. Through the experiences of Mariam and Laila, Hosseini emphasizes that maternal 

love has the power to overcome fear, suffering, and social constraints. 

The significance of studying motherhood in A Thousand Splendid Suns lies in understanding 

how literary narratives can reveal the emotional realities of women living in marginalized and conflict-

affected societies. By analyzing the characters’ experiences, readers gain insight into the ways in which 

motherhood functions as a source of identity, purpose, and moral strength. The novel ultimately 

portrays motherhood as a symbol of hope, endurance, and human compassion, even in the midst of 

violence and oppression.  

Therefore, this study aims to examine the representation of motherhood in A Thousand 

Splendid Suns with a particular focus on how maternal love becomes a source of strength and sacrifice 

for the female characters. Through a qualitative textual analysis of the novel, the research explores how 

Hosseini portrays motherhood as a powerful force that fosters resilience, solidarity, and moral courage 

among women facing extreme social and personal challenges. 

2. Objectives of the Study-The present study aims to explore the representation of motherhood 

in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns with particular emphasis on the themes of strength and 

sacrifice. The novel provides a profound insight into the lives of Afghan women who endure social 

oppression, violence, and emotional suffering while demonstrating remarkable resilience. Through the 

characters of Mariam and Laila, Hosseini portrays motherhood as a transformative experience that 

empowers women to confront adversity and protect their loved ones. The primary objectives of this 

study are as follows: 

1. To examine the representation of motherhood in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

2. To analyze how maternal love functions as a source of emotional strength and resilience in the 

novel. 

3. To explore the theme of sacrifice associated with motherhood through the characters of Mariam 

and Laila. 

4. To investigate how motherhood transcends biological relationships and develops into surrogate 

or emotional motherhood. 

5. To understand how motherhood challenges patriarchal oppression and promotes female 

solidarity in the narrative. 

6. To highlight the role of maternal sacrifice in shaping the moral and emotional development of 

the characters. 

Through these objectives, the study seeks to demonstrate that motherhood in the novel is portrayed 

not merely as a social role but as a powerful symbol of courage, endurance, and compassion. 
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3. Research Questions- In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the following research 

questions guide the analysis: 

1. How is motherhood represented in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns? 

2. In what ways do the characters Mariam and Laila embody maternal strength in the face of 

oppression and hardship? 

3. How does the novel portray motherhood as an act of sacrifice and moral courage? 

4. How does surrogate motherhood emerge through the relationship between Mariam, Laila, and 

Aziza? 

5. To what extent does motherhood contribute to female empowerment and solidarity within the 

patriarchal society depicted in the novel? 

6. How does Hosseini use the theme of motherhood to highlight broader issues of gender 

inequality and social injustice? 

These questions help in examining the emotional, social, and symbolic dimensions of motherhood 

presented in the narrative. 

4. Research Methodology- The present study adopts a qualitative and analytical research 

methodology to examine the theme of motherhood in Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

Since the research focuses on literary interpretation and thematic exploration, the analysis is based 

primarily on textual evidence from the novel along with insights from relevant scholarly studies.  

The primary source for this research is Khaled Hosseini’s novel A Thousand Splendid Suns (2007). 

The text is closely analyzed to identify key passages, character developments, and narrative moments 

that illustrate the themes of motherhood, sacrifice, resilience, and female solidarity. Particular attention 

is given to the experiences of the central female characters, Mariam and Laila, whose lives exemplify 

the emotional depth and transformative power of maternal love. 

The study also uses secondary sources such as scholarly articles, literary critiques, and research 

papers on gender, feminism, and motherhood in Hosseini’s works. These sources help place the analysis 

within broader academic discussions about women’s representation and the sociocultural realities of 

Afghan society.  

The research employs a thematic analysis approach, focusing on key themes such as maternal 

sacrifice, emotional resilience, surrogate motherhood, and resistance against patriarchal oppression. By 

examining these themes, the study aims to interpret how motherhood functions as a symbol of strength 

and moral courage within the narrative. The analysis is informed by feminist literary perspectives, 

which emphasize the experiences of women in patriarchal societies and highlight the ways in which 
female characters negotiate power, identity, and survival. This theoretical perspective allows the study to 

explore how motherhood becomes a form of empowerment and solidarity among women in the novel. 

Through this qualitative and interpretative approach, the research seeks to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of how Khaled Hosseini portrays motherhood as both a source of emotional strength and 

a profound act of sacrifice in A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

5. Review of Literature- Scholarly discussions on Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns 

have primarily focused on themes such as gender oppression, female resilience, patriarchal domination, 

and the sociopolitical condition of women in Afghanistan. Among these themes, motherhood occupies a 

central position in the narrative, representing both emotional strength and profound sacrifice. Various 

researchers have analyzed how Hosseini portrays motherhood not merely as a biological role but as a 

transformative and empowering experience that shapes the lives of female characters in the novel. 

Several scholars have emphasized the representation of motherhood as a defining aspect of female 

identity in the novel. Sharma and Karkun (2023) argue that motherhood in A Thousand Splendid Suns 

functions as a powerful emotional attitude that shapes women’s responses to suffering and injustice. 

According to their analysis, maternal instincts in the novel are not limited to biological relationships but 

extend to emotional bonds that develop between individuals facing similar hardships. The authors 

highlight how Mariam, despite never becoming a biological mother, demonstrates the deepest qualities 

of maternal love through her care and protection of Laila and Aziza. Their study suggests that Hosseini 

uses motherhood as a symbol of compassion and emotional resilience that allows women to endure 

adversity. 
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Similarly, Yeasmin and Islam (2021) examine the concept of parenthood in Hosseini’s novels, 

particularly focusing on The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns. Their research indicates that 

parenthood in Hosseini’s narratives is closely associated with moral responsibility and selfless devotion. 

In A Thousand Splendid Suns, motherhood becomes a central moral force that motivates characters to 

make difficult decisions for the welfare of their children. The authors emphasize that Laila’s maternal 

love for her children, especially Aziza, drives her to survive under oppressive conditions and to resist 

the abusive authority of Rasheed. This perspective highlights the emotional strength that motherhood 

provides to women living in challenging social circumstances. 

The theme of sacrifice has also received considerable attention in literary criticism of Hosseini’s 

works. Kumar and colleagues (2023) discuss the idea of selfless sacrifice as a recurring motif in 

Hosseini’s novels. Their study argues that the characters in A Thousand Splendid Suns embody 

sacrifice as a form of moral courage and emotional commitment. Mariam’s ultimate decision to sacrifice 

her own life in order to protect Laila and her children is often interpreted as the highest expression of 

maternal love. According to the authors, this act of sacrifice transforms Mariam from a marginalized and 

oppressed woman into a heroic figure who achieves dignity and purpose through her actions. 

Feminist scholars have also explored the representation of women and motherhood in the novel 

from the perspective of gender inequality and patriarchal control. Sharma and Verma (2016) examine 

the novel through a feminist lens and argue that Hosseini vividly portrays the harsh realities faced by 

women in a male-dominated Afghan society. Their analysis highlights how social traditions and cultural 

expectations often restrict women’s freedom and reinforce their subordinate position. Within this 

context, motherhood becomes both a burden and a source of empowerment. While women are expected 

to fulfill maternal roles within the domestic sphere, the emotional strength derived from motherhood 

also enables them to challenge injustice and protect their loved ones. 

Another important dimension of the novel discussed by critics is the relationship between 

motherhood and female solidarity. Siddiqui (2021) emphasizes that the bond between Mariam and Laila 

represents a powerful form of sisterhood that develops in response to shared suffering. Initially, the two 

women experience tension and rivalry due to their forced marriage to Rasheed. However, their 

relationship gradually evolves into one of mutual trust and emotional support. Siddiqui argues that this 

transformation illustrates how motherhood can extend beyond biological connections and foster a sense 

of collective care and responsibility among women. Mariam’s nurturing relationship with Laila and 

Aziza demonstrates that maternal love can transcend traditional family boundaries. 

Despite the considerable scholarly attention given to gender oppression and female resilience in 

A Thousand Splendid Suns, the specific theme of motherhood as both strength and sacrifice remains 

an area that deserves deeper exploration. Many existing studies discuss motherhood as part of broader 

feminist interpretations, but fewer analyses focus exclusively on how maternal love shapes the moral 

and emotional development of the characters. This study therefore seeks to contribute to the existing 

body of research by examining how motherhood functions simultaneously as a source of empowerment 

and as an act of selfless sacrifice within the narrative. 

Table 1: Representation of Motherhood in A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Character Type of Motherhood Key Characteristics Symbolic Meaning 

Mariam Surrogate / Sacrificial Motherhood 

 

Compassion 

protection, selflessness 

Symbol of unconditional maternal 

sacrifice 

Laila Biological / Protective Motherhood Courage, resilience, 

emotional strength 

Symbol of survival and nurturing care 

Nana Biological but emotionally wounded 

motherhood 

Bitterness, trauma, 

insecurity 

Represents the impact of social 

rejection on motherhood 

Fariba Devoted but griefstricken 

motherhood 

Emotional attachment 

to sons 

Reflects maternal suffering caused by 

war 

This table illustrates how different female characters represent different dimensions of 

motherhood, highlighting emotional strength, sacrifice, and the social pressures affecting maternal roles.  
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By analyzing the characters of Mariam and Laila through the lens of maternal strength and 

sacrifice, the present research aims to demonstrate that Hosseini presents motherhood as a 

transformative force capable of challenging patriarchal oppression and fostering solidarity among 

women. Through this perspective, the novel reveals the enduring power of maternal love as a symbol of 

hope, resilience, and moral courage. 

6. Analysis and Discussion- The theme of motherhood in A Thousand Splendid Suns occupies 

a central position in shaping the emotional and moral framework of the narrative. Khaled Hosseini 

presents motherhood not merely as a biological function but as a powerful force of compassion, 

resilience, and sacrifice. Through the experiences of Mariam and Laila, the novel explores how 

maternal love becomes a source of strength that enables women to confront oppression, violence, and 

suffering. The analysis of the novel reveals that motherhood functions as a transformative experience 

that empowers women to resist patriarchal domination and protect the people they love. 

6.1 Motherhood as Emotional Strength: One of the most significant aspects of motherhood 

depicted in the novel is its role as a source of emotional strength. The female characters endure 

numerous hardships, including forced marriages, domestic violence, social isolation, and the 

devastation of war. Despite these challenges, their maternal instincts enable them to persevere and find 

meaning in their lives.  

Laila’s character clearly illustrates how motherhood becomes a motivating force that sustains 

hope and courage. After losing her parents during the war, Laila is forced into marriage with Rasheed in 

order to survive. Her life becomes increasingly difficult as she experiences abuse and restriction under 

Rasheed’s authority. However, her love for her daughter Aziza provides her with the emotional strength 

to endure these circumstances. Laila’s determination to protect and care for her child demonstrates how 

maternal love can inspire resilience even in the most oppressive situations. 

Similarly, Mariam’s journey reflects the emotional transformation that occurs through 

motherhood. Having grown up as an illegitimate child who faced rejection from society and neglect 

from her father, Mariam initially lives a life filled with loneliness and despair. Her marriage to Rasheed 

exposes her to further suffering and humiliation. Yet, when Laila and her daughter enter her life, 

Mariam gradually develops a nurturing and protective attitude toward them. Through this relationship, 

she discovers a sense of purpose and belonging that had previously been absent from her life. 

Hosseini thus portrays motherhood as an emotional strength that enables women to overcome 

fear and hardship. The maternal bond provides the characters with a reason to endure suffering and to 

strive for a better future. 

6.2 Mariam as the Symbol of Maternal Sacrifice: Among the most powerful representations 

of motherhood in the novel is the character of Mariam, who embodies the ultimate form of maternal 

sacrifice. Although Mariam is unable to have biological children, her actions demonstrate the deepest 

qualities of maternal love. Her relationship with Laila and Aziza evolves into one of unconditional care 

and protection. 

Initially, Mariam feels resentment toward Laila due to Rasheed’s favoritism toward his younger 

wife. However, as the two women begin to understand each other’s suffering, their relationship 

gradually transforms into a bond of compassion and solidarity. Mariam becomes deeply attached to 

Laila’s daughter, Aziza, and assumes the role of a nurturing and protective figure in her life. 

The most significant demonstration of Mariam’s maternal sacrifice occurs when she decides to 

protect Laila from Rasheed’s violent attack. In a moment of desperation, Mariam kills Rasheed to save 

Laila’s life. This act ultimately leads to her own execution, as she chooses to accept responsibility for 

the crime so that Laila and her children can escape and live freely. 

Mariam’s decision reflects the essence of maternal sacrifice. By giving up her own life, she 

ensures the safety and future of the people she loves. Her transformation from a marginalized and 

powerless woman into a courageous figure of moral strength highlights the profound impact of maternal 

love. Through Mariam’s character, Hosseini illustrates that motherhood can exist beyond biological 

relationships and can manifest through acts of compassion, protection, and selflessness. 

The actions and experiences of the characters demonstrate different dimensions of maternal 

strength and sacrifice. These dimensions are summarized in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Forms of Maternal Strength and Sacrifice in the Novel 

Aspect of Motherhood Example from the Novel Significance 

Emotional Strength Laila endures Rasheed’s abuse for 

the safety of her children 

Demonstrates resilience and protective 

love 

Selfless Sacrifice Mariam sacrifices her life to save 

Laila and the children 

Represents the highest form of maternal 

devotion 

Surrogate Motherhood Mariam’s care for Aziza Shows that motherhood can extend 

beyond biological ties 

Maternal Protection Laila’s struggle to reunite with Aziza Illustrates determination and emotional 

courage 

Female Solidarity Bond between Mariam and Laila Demonstrates shared motherhood and 

sisterhood 

6.3 Laila and Protective Motherhood: While Mariam represents sacrificial motherhood, Laila 

embodies protective motherhood shaped by the harsh realities of war and social oppression. Laila’s 

maternal identity develops through her responsibility to safeguard the well-being of her children in an 

environment marked by violence and instability.  

From the moment Aziza is born, Laila demonstrates an unwavering commitment to her child’s 

welfare. Even when faced with extreme poverty and starvation, she continues to prioritize the needs of 

her daughter. One of the most emotionally challenging moments in the novel occurs when Laila is 

forced to place Aziza in an orphanage due to Rasheed’s inability and unwillingness to provide food for 

the family. This decision reflects the painful sacrifices that mothers must sometimes make in order to 

ensure the survival of their children. 

Despite the immense emotional suffering caused by this separation, Laila repeatedly visits 

Aziza and remains determined to reunite with her daughter. Her actions reveal the depth of maternal 

love and the strength required to endure such hardship. 

In addition to caring for Aziza, Laila also becomes a devoted mother to her son Zalmai. Although 

Zalmai initially struggles to understand the realities of his father’s abusive behavior, Laila continues to 

nurture and guide him with patience and compassion. Her role as a mother thus represents both emotional 

support and moral guidance. Through Laila’s experiences, Hosseini emphasizes that motherhood involves 

not only love and nurturing but also courage, perseverance, and difficult decision-making. 

6.4 Surrogate Motherhood and Female Solidarity: Another important dimension of 

motherhood depicted in the novel is the concept of surrogate or shared motherhood. The relationship 

between Mariam and Laila evolves into a profound form of female solidarity that transcends traditional 

family structures. 

Initially, the two women view each other with suspicion and resentment due to their forced 

marriage to Rasheed. However, their shared experiences of oppression and suffering gradually create a 

bond of empathy and mutual support. Mariam begins to care deeply for Laila and her children, 

particularly Aziza, whom she treats as her own daughter. 

This relationship represents an alternative form of motherhood that is based on emotional 

connection rather than biological ties. Mariam’s nurturing presence provides comfort and protection for 

Laila and her children, while Laila offers Mariam the love and companionship she had long been 

deprived of. 

The bond between these women demonstrates how solidarity among women can become a 

powerful form of resistance against patriarchal oppression. Through their shared experiences, Mariam 

and Laila create a supportive environment that allows them to survive the harsh conditions imposed by 

Rasheed and the broader society. 

6.5 Motherhood as Resistance Against Patriarchy:The novel also presents motherhood as a 

subtle yet powerful form of resistance against patriarchal authority. In a society where women are often 
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denied autonomy and freedom, maternal love becomes a motivating force that encourages women to 

challenge injustice.  

Mariam’s final act of sacrifice can be interpreted as a form of defiance against the abusive 

control exercised by Rasheed. By protecting Laila and her children, Mariam rejects the oppressive 

system that had dominated her life. Her decision reflects a moral courage that transcends fear and 

submission. 

Similarly, Laila’s determination to build a new life after escaping from Rasheed represents 

another form of resistance. By pursuing education and contributing to the rebuilding of Afghan society, 

she demonstrates that motherhood can inspire women to seek empowerment and social change. 

Hosseini’s portrayal of motherhood thus challenges traditional stereotypes that depict mothers 

as passive or submissive figures. Instead, the novel highlights the strength, courage, and determination 

that mothers possess when protecting their families and confronting injustice.  

The analysis of A Thousand Splendid Suns reveals that motherhood is portrayed as a 

multifaceted experience characterized by emotional strength, sacrifice, protection, and solidarity. 

Through the characters of Mariam and Laila, Hosseini illustrates that maternal love has the power to 

transform suffering into courage and vulnerability into resilience. Motherhood in the novel ultimately 

emerges as a symbol of hope and moral strength in a society marked by oppression and conflict. By 

highlighting the sacrifices and struggles of women, Hosseini emphasizes the enduring power of 

maternal love as a force capable of challenging injustice and nurturing the possibility of a better future. 

7. Major Findings of the Study- The major thematic dimensions of motherhood identified in 

the novel are summarized in Table 3. 

Table 3: Thematic Dimensions of Motherhood in the Novel 

Theme Description Character 

Example 

Maternal Love Deep emotional connection between mother and child Laila and Aziza 

Maternal Sacrifice Willingness to suffer or sacrifice for loved ones Mariam 

Maternal Protection Efforts to safeguard children from harm Laila 

Surrogate Motherhood Non-biological nurturing relationship Mariam and Aziza 

Motherhood as Resistance Defying patriarchal control through maternal courage Mariam and Laila 

The analysis of Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns reveals several important insights 

regarding the representation of motherhood as a source of strength and sacrifice. The findings of the 

study highlight how the novel portrays motherhood as a powerful emotional and moral force that 

enables women to endure suffering and challenge social oppression. 

The first major finding of the study is that motherhood serves as a source of emotional 

resilience for the female characters. Both Mariam and Laila experience intense hardship, including 

domestic violence, social discrimination, and the trauma of war. Despite these challenges, their 

maternal instincts provide them with the courage and determination to survive. The maternal bond gives 

them a sense of purpose and hope, which allows them to overcome despair and continue struggling for a 

better future. 

The second significant finding is that motherhood in the novel transcends biological 

boundaries. Mariam, who never becomes a biological mother, nevertheless embodies the essence of 

motherhood through her nurturing and protective relationship with Laila and Aziza. Her transformation 

demonstrates that motherhood is not defined solely by childbirth but also by emotional care, 

compassion, and responsibility. 

Another important finding is that maternal sacrifice is portrayed as a central theme in the 

narrative. Mariam’s decision to sacrifice her life in order to protect Laila and her children represents 

the highest expression of maternal love. Her actions illustrate that motherhood involves profound 
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selflessness and moral courage. Through Mariam’s sacrifice, Hosseini emphasizes the idea that true 

maternal love often requires personal suffering for the sake of others. 

The study also finds that female solidarity plays a crucial role in shaping the experience of 

motherhood in the novel. The evolving relationship between Mariam and Laila demonstrates how 

women can support and empower each other in oppressive circumstances. Their bond reflects a shared 

understanding of suffering and responsibility, which ultimately strengthens their ability to resist 

injustice. 

Finally, the research highlights that motherhood functions as a form of resistance against 

patriarchal oppression. In a society where women are frequently marginalized and silenced, maternal 

love becomes a motivating force that encourages women to challenge abuse and protect their families. 

Through the characters of Mariam and Laila, the novel illustrates how motherhood can transform 

vulnerability into strength and inspire acts of courage and defiance. Overall, the findings indicate that 

Hosseini presents motherhood as a multifaceted experience that encompasses emotional strength, 

sacrifice, compassion, and resilience. 

8. Conclusion- Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns offers a deeply moving 

exploration of the lives of Afghan women who struggle against social injustice, violence, and gender 

inequality. Through the powerful narratives of Mariam and Laila, the novel highlights the enduring 

strength of motherhood as a source of emotional resilience and moral courage. The experiences of these 

characters reveal that motherhood is not merely a biological role but a transformative force that shapes 

identity, relationships, and personal purpose. 

The analysis of the novel demonstrates that motherhood functions as a central theme that 

connects the various struggles and triumphs of the female characters. Mariam’s journey from a 

marginalized and rejected child to a courageous and selfless protector illustrates how maternal love can 

provide meaning and dignity even in the most difficult circumstances. Her ultimate sacrifice for Laila 

and her children represents the highest form of compassion and moral strength. Through this act, 

Hosseini portrays motherhood as an expression of unconditional love and heroic selflessness. 

Similarly, Laila’s character reflects the protective and nurturing aspects of motherhood. Despite 

the hardships caused by war, poverty, and domestic abuse, she remains committed to ensuring the 

safety and well-being of her children. Her resilience demonstrates how maternal love can inspire hope 

and perseverance even in situations marked by fear and uncertainty. 

Another important dimension of the novel is the development of female solidarity between 

Mariam and Laila. Their relationship evolves from initial rivalry to deep affection and mutual support, 

illustrating how shared experiences of suffering can foster empathy and unity among women. This bond 

represents a form of surrogate motherhood that transcends traditional family structures and emphasizes 

the importance of compassion and cooperation. 

By portraying motherhood as both strength and sacrifice, Hosseini challenges traditional 

stereotypes that often confine women to passive roles within patriarchal societies. Instead, the novel 

highlights the courage, determination, and emotional resilience that mothers possess when protecting 

their families and confronting injustice. 

In conclusion, A Thousand Splendid Suns presents motherhood as a powerful symbol of hope, 

endurance, and moral strength. Through the sacrifices and struggles of its female characters, the novel 

emphasizes the transformative power of maternal love and its ability to inspire courage, solidarity, and 

resistance against oppression. Hosseini’s narrative ultimately celebrates the resilience of women who, 

despite overwhelming adversity, continue to nurture life, compassion, and hope for future generations. 
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